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PALESTINE 

This important work on the physical geography of Palestine is the 
fruit of studies carried on in the land in connection with the Yale expe- 
dition of 1900. 1 The author is a trained geographer, who has won renown 
as an explorer in Central Asia; and his description of the Holy Land 
differs in many respects from those of his predecessors, whose interests 
have been mainly religious or historical. The two aims of the book are 
to show, first, how the geological and physical features of the different 
sections of the country have affected the mental characteristics of their 
inhabitants; and, second, how changes of climate have modified the 
history of the land. 

In the Tertiary age there was a great upheaval of the earth's surface 
along the eastern end of the Mediterranean, followed by a dropping of 
the center of the elevation. Thus arose five parallel regions extending 
from north to south: the Maritime Plain, the Western Highland, the 
Jordan Depression, the Eastern Highland, and the Eastern Plateau. 
These regions are cut up into smaller sections by transverse faults run- 
ning from east to west. Thus south of Hebron there is a sudden depres- 
sion of 2,000 ft. that separates the Negeb from Judea. A similar line 
separates Judea from Samaria, and Moab from Gilead. Still another 
line is the great fault of Esdraelon that separates Samaria from Galilee 
and Gilead from Bashan. The fourth line is the rapid ascent from Galilee 
to Lebanon and from Bashan to Anti-Lebanon. Palestine is thus cut 
up into small districts, like the squares on a checkerboard, that differ 
radically from one another in their physical features. The heart of the 
land is the high plateau of Judea. It is inaccessible to its neighbors, it 
supports life only with hard labor, it affords far-reaching and inspiring 
outlooks. These facts explain much of the mental and religious char- 
acteristics of the Judeans. Samaria, on the other hand, is a fertile 
and uninspiring region, easily accessible to the outer world; hence the 
characteristics of the inhabitants of the Northern Kingdom. Phoe- 
nicia is the only part of the coast that possesses harbors, and here the 
arable maritime plain is narrow; hence the sea-going propensities of the 

1 Palestine and Its Transformation. By Ellsworth Huntington, Assistant 
Professor of Geography in Yale University. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Co., 1911. 
Pp. 443, 4 maps, 8 figs., 27 illustrations. $2 . 00 net. 
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Phoenicians. Philistia has no harbors, but has a broad maritime plain, 
and is traversed by the trade-routes to Egypt; hence the early civiliza- 
tion of the Philistines and their lack of permanent national character- 
istics. 

In regard to the climate, the author holds that there has been a 
pulsatory variation in rainfall within historic times. The proof of this 
he finds (i) in the greater density of population in antiquity, (2) the 
disappearance of forests, (3) the abandonment of trade-routes, (4) the 
presence of ancient cisterns, reservoirs, and bridges in now arid regions, 
and (5) the elevated beaches of the Dead Sea, which prove that in 
antiquity its waters stood at higher levels than at present. At the 
beginning of the Christian era the rainfall was copious. About 600 
a.d. it was slight. It increased during the Middle Ages, but declined 
again about 1200 a.d. At present it is again slight. The increasing 
aridity of the seventh century was the cause of the great Muhammadan- 
Arab migration; that of the thirteenth century of the Mongol migration. 
Carrying the analogy back into earlier times, it is probable that the 
migrations which brought the Amorites, the Aramaeans, and the 
Nabataeans out of the desert into the more fertile adjacent regions coin- 
cided with periods of increasing aridity in Western Asia. 

This book may unhesitatingly be recommended as one of the most 
important recent contributions to the geography of Palestine. 

Lewis B. Paton 
Hartford Theological Seminary 



BIBLICAL GEOGRAPHY AND HISTORY 

Professor Kent is widely known through the many valuable publica- 
tions in which he has brought to the attention of Bible students every- 
where the methods and results of the modern study of the Bible. His 
latest contribution is a volume on Biblical Geography and History, in 
which he furnishes in compact, clear, and attractive form a statement of 
"all the significant facts" that the Bible student should know in order 
to appreciate fully the literature and history of the Bible. 1 As usual, 
Professor Kent has performed his task well. 

The book is divided into two parts: I, "Physical Geography," 
chaps, i-ix; and II, "Historical Geography," chaps, x-xxv. The first 
part gives a clear and vivid picture of the important physical character- 
istics of Bible lands in general, more especially of Palestine. Special 

1 Biblical Geography and History. By Charles Foster Kent. New York. 
Scribner, 1911. 296 pages. $1.5°- 



